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“WE NEED TO
GIVE HOPE TO
YOUNG PEOPLE,
HELP THE AGED
AND OPEN
OURSELVES
TOWARD THE
FUTURE AND
SPREAD LOVE.”

THE CATHOLIC FOUNDATION OF NORTH GEORGIA
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AUBREY

NANCY DINKA COVENY

AUBREY WHITTIER

Executive Director
Nancy has overseen the work of The
Catholic Foundation of North Georgia
since July 2008. She works directly with
organizations and individuals interested
in establishing funds at the Foundation.
With over 28 years of management level
experience, Nancy previously served as
executive director of Homestretch, a
counselor at Marist School, and as executive
director of Buckhead Christian Ministry.
She received her bachelor’s degree in
psychology from the University of Florida
where she also earned specialist and master’s
degrees in community counseling. Nancy
and her husband, Michael Coveny, attend
Our Lady of the Assumption Catholic Church
with their two daughters.

Executive Assistant/Office Manager
Aubrey joined The Catholic Foundation
in March 2010. Bringing over 13 years of
experience in nonprofits, she specializes
in grant research and proposal writing.
Aubrey studied business administration
at The Katharine Gibbs School in Boston.
She also studied anthropology and creative
writing at Lesley College in Cambridge,
Massachusetts. Aubrey and her husband,
Mark, live in Gwinnett County. She is
active in human and animal rights causes
and enjoys yoga, mountain biking,
and painting.

DIANE DUQUETTE

Children of the choir receive the blessing of the
Archbishop at the Mass for the Deo Gratias Society.

DIANE

Director of Gift Planning
A former stockbroker and 11-year veteran
in planned giving, Diane joined The Catholic
Foundation in September 2008 after serving
as the director of gift planning at the
Archdiocese of Atlanta. Diane works
with parishes, schools and other Catholic
organizations, as well as with individual
donors. She has three children and three
grandchildren, attends St. Peter Chanel
Church, and is an artist working in oils,
pastels, and decoupage.

BETH LAMPE BELDEN
Accounting Manager
Beth joined The Catholic Foundation in
July after seven years of serving accounting
clients in various industries. She holds a
master’s degree in business administration
from Georgia Tech, where she received a
bachelor’s degree in management. Beth and
her husband, Doug, attend Our Lady of
the Assumption Catholic Church where
she serves on the finance council. She has
served in various roles at Marist School.
Beth has two grown children, and she is
active in ministries at church and in the
community.

BETH

OUR FOUNDERS
Somewhere, in an office or a lobby, you
might have seen a portrait of “Our Founder.”
At the very least, you’ve seen such a
portrait in an old photograph. It’s a bit
different at The Catholic Foundation.
Here, we have many Founders. Our
Founders are committed and faithful
people who support the work of the
Foundation and create a Catholic legacy
with a donation of $5,000 or more to
the Catholic Foundation Endowment
Fund. Each Lent we pray for them, in
thanksgiving for their gift. Every year we
salute them at the Deo Gratias Mass and
luncheon. In this issue, our readers will
see a record of the spectacular growth of
the Foundation over the last five years,
despite the economic problems besetting
our nation and other parts of the world.
For much of that growth, we have our
Founders to thank.
Would you like to join the
Founders Society?

If you would like to be a Founder,
call Aubrey Whittier at 404/497.9440
or email her at awhittier@cfnga.org.
To all our Founders over the years,
a heartfelt thank you.
11/19/13 2:10 PM

A Story of Growth:

Cut line to come

Deo Gratias members’ work goes on

PRESERVING THE CATHOLIC LEGACY
FOR GENERATIONS

SHE WORKED FOR CHILDREN —
AND THEN FOR MANY OTHERS

Building the Foundation’s
endowment enables us to keep
helping Catholic families create
their own legacies.

Rheda Cavanagh Wanstreet was a lifelong
teacher whose love for children spilled over
into abundant charity for many others in
need throughout her life.
Long past retirement from teaching and
well after the death of her husband, Robert,
Rheda worked as a tireless volunteer and
lay minister for the people of St. James the
Apostle Church in McDonough, her dog
Brigid often at her side.

Right: Archbishop Gregory administers Holy
Communion to Bill Cortez at the Mass for
members of the Founders and Deo Gratias Societies
at the Church of Our Lady of the Assumption.

In the past five years we have seen much
change in my family and at the Catholic
Foundation. My children, now a teen and a
tween, are no longer small. I, of course, am
five years older.
Beautiful stories have emerged during these
five years at The Catholic Foundation. There
is one overwhelming story that shines most
brightly in the Foundation’s revival during
that time. It’s the story of gratefulness, the
joy of God’s promise, and our great growth
though His many blessings. Yet there is more
growth to come, more work to be done.
In reflecting on what has transpired from
the early days working alone in a donated
cubicle in Havertys to now, I am grateful
for all those who have contributed to
the Foundation along the way. The staff
members and volunteers who put in
countless hours. Archbishop Gregory and the
board of directors for their leadership. The
personnel at the Archdiocese who
lent their expertise. The pastors, principals,
and finance council members at our parishes
and schools for their due diligence. These
living saints are all part of the Catholic
community that will help the future of our
local Church.

By working together now, sharing what we
have now, creating plans for Catholic legacies
now, we continue to form one body, in
Christ. His love now reaches more places
and touches more lives. The Catholic
tradition, the heritage we share, lives on.

Those who were close to Rheda spoke of
her great humility.
“She was a role model for all of us on how
to live our lives as Christians,” said Meg
Atkinson, Parish Life Coordinator at St.
James the Apostle Parish.

Henri J.M. Nouwen, in his book Life of the
Beloved stated that, “You and I have to trust
that our short little lives can bear fruit far
beyond the boundaries of our chronologies.”
The work that we are all doing, the gifts that
are being given and the plans being made for
future gifts – these are the fruit our lives will
bear far beyond our mortal boundaries.
All of this is our story, and it matters. More
than merely a story of growth, it is the story
of a family aiming to do big things for Him.
Faithfully,

Through her work with our Director of
Gift Planning, Diane Duquette, Rheda was
able to make plans to continue her work
beyond her lifetime by creating a legacy at
The Catholic Foundation.
Top: Father Eric Hill with Monika Wegner and
Edel Deleon of Prince of Peace Church at the
Foundation’s Deo Gratias Luncheon following the
Mass on September 28.
Bottom: Priests join in the Sign of the Cross at the
Deo Gratias Mass.

“Rheda Wanstreet was not only a pillar of
St. James church in McDonough, she was a
legend,” said Diane Duquette, Director of
Gift Planning. “Her Catholic legacy
will continue.”

Nancy Dinka Coveny
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She delivered Meals on Wheels, brought
Communion to the sick at Henry Hospital,
Sacred Journey Hospice and at nursing homes
and private residences, and was a trusted
counselor and friend. She supported those
charities and Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Cancer Home with financial contributions.

Many of you, of course, played a role in
that story through your generosity and
encouragement. Thank you.

OUR GROWTH IN FIVE YEARS
ASSETS

NO. OF FUNDS

GRANTS AWARDED

$220,230

2009

$10.3

Million

14

2013

$42.1

Million

177

$1.1

Million

Appropriate to her career, The Rheda and
Robert Wanstreet Endowment Fund will
provide scholarships for students at St. John
the Evangelist Catholic School and Our
Lady of Mercy Catholic High School.

A FAITHFUL PARISHIONER
HONORS HIS WIFE WITH
A GIFT TO GOD

LENDING A HAND. HELPING A
PARISH FOR DECADES.
LEAVING THEIR LEGACIES.
EACH WAS WIDOWED.
NEITHER HAD CHILDREN.
THEIR BEQUESTS TO THE
CATHOLIC FOUNDATION
WILL REFLECT FOR YEARS
WHAT WAS MOST IMPORTANT
IN THEIR LIVES.

Francis Michael Hartman had faced major
financial challenges before as a CPA and a
life-long employee of The Crane Company.
Before his death last September, Frank
Hartman was the close financial advisor
to six of the seven pastors of St. Thomas
Aquinas; he and his wife, Margaret Mary,
had joined the parish only six years
following its founding.
His work for the parish manifested itself in
numerous ways over 35 years: as a capital
donor, an art collector who donated statues
of St. Thomas Aquinas and St. Pius X in
the narthex, as head of the Knights of
Columbus in the parish. And of course as
unstinting financial chairman and advisor.
But it was the loving memory of his late
wife that inspired Mr. Hartman to begin
planning his gift.
“He was a humble and endearing man,
but he was also a man of action and
accomplishments,” said Diane Duquette,
director of gift planning. “His desires,
rooted in his passion to serve others, were
to bring glory to God and honor his family.”
Almost the entirety of his estate was left to
The Catholic Foundation in honor of his
late wife. It was earmarked for the benefit
of his beloved parish church.
“The extraordinary commitment of
Mr. Hartman to his church while he lived
will be perpetuated in his bequest,” said
Nancy Coveny, executive director of the
Foundation. “The St. Thomas Aquinas
Catholic community will benefit for many
years to come.”
Left: Diane Duquette (left) and the late Frank Hartman
with the statue of St. Thomas Aquinas.
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