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Tuition Assistance Endowment Fund was 

established in 2007 by friends and family 

of Doll deGolian Sullivan, a fellow classmate 

who died of cancer, and members of the  

St. Pius X Class of 1971. The Fund offers 

tuition assistance to St. Pius X Catholic 

School for scholarships, especially to  

incoming freshmen.  

 

The Fund currently has two student recipients,  

a freshman and a senior, and hopes to offer 

50 percent tuition grants to a new student 

each year. Students who are eligible for the 

award are those who exemplify high  

academic performance, are involved with 

the school through extracurricular activities,  

and come from families with multiple  

children. Doll deGolian Sullivan came  

from a family of 14 children, all of whom 

attended Catholic schools.

The St. Pius X Class of 1968 Memorial 
Fund for Teacher Enrichment
The St. Pius X Class of 1968 Memorial 

Fund for Teacher Enrichment was created 

in 2008 at their 40th reunion. At the time, 

the group set a goal of reaching $50,000. 

Five years later, at the 45th reunion, that 

goal was met.  

With market growth, the fund has increased  

in value to $61,650.00. The Class now 

has a new goal: to grow the fund to 

$100,000.00 by its 50th reunion in 2018.

This year saw the first two grants from the  

fund to St. Pius X faculty members Jan Collier 

and Trey Broussard. Both were enormously 

grateful to the Class of 1968 for its generosity 

in supporting their continuing education 

and training as teachers. 

With its purpose of supporting teacher  

enrichment at St. Pius, the Class of 1968 

fund helps develop the skills of the very 

people who mold and teach our children.

  

Bill deGolian, a founding alumnus of the 

fund, said there are many benefits that come 

with such endowments. “It gives classmates 

a focus to gather regularly, rather than once 

every five years, and provides opportunities 

for alumni to take a more active interest in 

the school, the faculty, and in their fellow 

classmates.”

While both of these funds are wonderful 

examples of the Catholic educational  

tradition, such funds are in no way  

limited to one school. 

“Anyone or any alumni group from any 
Catholic school, archdiocesan or private, 
elementary or high school can create an 
endowment fund to help the school that 
means the most to them,” said Nancy 

Coveny, executive director of The Catholic 

Foundation.  

Endowments for schools at The Catholic 

Foundation support teacher enrichment, 

scholarship/tuition, maintenance/capital 

expansion, or operations. Creating a fund 

is simple, even for young alumni classes, 

because it only takes $5,000 to start a fund 

with The Catholic Foundation.  

If you want more information about similar 

endowments, seek new ways to donate, 

or to learn about how to set up your own 

class fund, please visit www.cfnga.org or 

call 404.497.9440 for more details. 

Nancy Coveny, Executive Director 
780 Johnson Ferry Road, Suite 750
Atlanta, Georgia 30342

O. 404/497.9440 F. 404/497.9442
ncoveny@cfnga.org

www.cfnga.org
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Eve Tschirhart accepting her scholarship award.  
From left to right, Lauren Messner, daughter of Doll  
deGolian Sullivan; Eve Tschirhart; Doll’s mother Mrs. 
Helen deGolian; and Class of ’71 member Bill McKenzie.

“A good school provides 
a rounded education for  
the whole person. And a 
good Catholic school,  
over and above this,  

should help all its students 
to become saints.”POPE BENEDICT XVI,  

to elementary school students in the United 
Kingdom, September 2010

Strong Funds for St. Pius X High School 
MOVE BY ALUMNI IS AN EXAMPLE TO AREA SCHOOLS

IN ALL THINGS 

give  
thanks

I THESSALONIANS 5:18



A Gift of Life  
CAN BE YOURS TO GIVE
The growing John F. Donoghue Fund for 

Life, named for the late Archbishop who 

cared so deeply about all life, is not yet 

large enough to make an impact. More 

funds need to be generated to support  

pro-life ministries, pregnancy care centers, 

and related non-profits, all with the aim  

of fostering the culture of life.

The difference will come from caring  

individuals who, like Archbishop Donoghue, 

believe that all life is sacred. Anyone who 

would like to make a gift to the fund and 

honor Archbishop Donoghue may visit 

www.cfnga.org or send a check to  

The Catholic Foundation of North Georgia  

at 780 Johnson Ferry Road, Suite 750 
Atlanta, Georgia 30342. 

“Together we can change 
the perceptions and culture  
in our communities to  
one that respects life  
at all its stages.” 
NANCY COVENY  
Executive Director  
The Catholic Foundation
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Honoring Our  
Legacy Givers  
AT THE DEO GRATIAS MASS  
AND LUNCHEON 

Members of the Founders Society were in  
attendance at the Deo Gratias luncheon directly  
following the Mass.  
From (Left to right) Elen Christopher and  
board chair Mark Christopher, Archbishop Gregory,  
Greg and Juanita Baranco, Carol and John Almeter,  
Donna and Mike Egan, Shirley and Mike Trapp.

      year marked The Catholic 

Foundation’s fourth annual Deo Gratias Mass 

and Luncheon honoring members of the Deo 

Gratias and Founders Societies. 

Archbishop Gregory, along with a number of 

clergy, celebrated the Mass to recognize and 

remember the Deo Gratias Society members 

who have made plans in their wills or estates 

to help the Catholic Church community in the 

Archdiocese of Atlanta. 

Also recognized at the September 13 gathering 

were Founders Society members whose gifts 

support the future operations of the Foundation 

through its endowment fund.

Welcomed by Monsignor Frank McNamee to 

the Cathedral of Christ the King, the gathering  

was a joyful reminder of the many Catholics  

who decided to create Catholic legacies for 

their parishes, Catholic schools, or other 

Catholic organizations of personal importance. 

Special pins blessed by Archbishop Wilton D. 

Gregory were presented to the newest members 

of the two societies to commemorate their 

generosity and service to the Lord. 

At just 41 years of age, Betty Haverty Smith, along with her husband Alex,  

started the Alex and Betty Smith Foundation with stock inherited from their  

parents. That was in 1965. 

“It wasn’t our money, so we decided to use it  
for charities we really cared for.”– BETTY SMITH

 

For more than 40 years, they made many grants in the Atlanta community.  

In fact, attorney and civic leader Alex Smith first suggested a Catholic Foundation 

to Archbishop Lyke in the early 1990’s. 

Eventually, Betty and her children decided to convert the private foundation into  

a fund at The Catholic Foundation. There, her giving could continue unimpeded. 

There were many Atlanta charities that benefited from Betty’s generosity and care. 

She gave generously to, among others, the Cathedral of Christ the King, the Archdiocese 

of Atlanta, Ignatius House, Christ the King School, Marist School, Buckhead Christian 

Ministry, and the Woodruff Arts Center. 

A shining light in our Catholic community, her faith was no more evident than in 

her daily walk to the Cathedral for Mass until shortly before her death in September.

Betty Smith 
IN MEMORIAM

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
Reaching 10,000 Catholics of  
influence in northern Georgia. 

Sponsorship of future editions of  
the newsletter, the annual report 
of The Catholic Foundation, and 
next year’s Deo Gratias Mass and 
Luncheon with Archbishop Gregory 
may be of help to your business or 
organization. 

Please contact Nancy Coveny at 
ncoveny@cfnga.org or 404.497.9440 
to learn more about this recently  
announced sponsorship opportunity.

Top: Recessional forms up to conclude the Deo Gratias 
Mass. (Left to right) Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory,  
Deacon Bill Garrett. Cathedral altar servers assisted.  
 
Bottom: (Left to right) Sally Miller, Fran Wygladalsi,  
Dr. Arnold Dill, and Mary Dill at the Deo Gratias Mass.

Above: Mary Ellen Howley, Carol Rich, and former board 
chair Bill Rich at the Deo Gratias luncheon.

Above: Betty and Alex Smith.

If you are like many people, you have seen your income decline in the last year. 

With money market funds and CDs producing dismal returns, now may be  

the time to take action to increase your income in the short term and the future. 

You can increase your annual income by exchanging your lower performing CD  

for a charitable gift annuity from The Catholic Foundation. With a gift annuity,  

your income is fixed for life and paid to you at a rate based on your age. 

The benefits of a charitable gift annuity add up. When you transfer your CD,  

stock or even cash to us in exchange for a charitable gift annuity, you receive a 

charitable deduction to offset this year’s taxes. Better yet, a portion of your  

income may be tax-free. 

The best news of all is that you get to choose which fund at The Catholic Foundation 

benefits from the remainder of your annuity in the future. The Catholic Foundation 

has a fund tailored to support what you care about. That could be your parish, your 

favorite Catholic school, Catholic Charities, St. Vincent de Paul, Ignatius House. 

Other supportable entities are seminarians, retired priests, and charities helping the 

poor and homeless, among others.

If you would like to learn more about the benefits of creating a charitable gift annuity 

in the new year, please contact Diane Duquette at dduquette@cfnga.org. We would be 

happy to provide you with a free personalized illustration that shows your potential 

income and charitable deduction.

Charitable Gift Annuities from 

the Foundation Can Boost Your Income


