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“PRAY AS THOUGH
EVERYTHING
DEPENDED ON
GOD. WORK
AS THOUGH
EVERYTHING
DEPENDED ON
YOU.”

“We just want a
safe place for them
to lay their head,”
said Pat Eddlemon.

In the past 12 months
alone, they’ve provided
a total of five and a half
months’ worth of stays.

Mrs. Eddlemon, a parishioner
of St. Ann’s in Marietta,
has consistently volunteered
for several homeless service
organizations in Cobb
County.

“God has called for
another shelter in Cobb,”
Pat remarked. Nearly 23
families a month must be
turned away due to lack
of room.

In recent years, she and
her husband Jim have
become so concerned with
the plight of the homeless
in Cobb that they have
made provisions in their
will to create an ongoing
endowment fund at The
Catholic Foundation to
assist the homeless long
after they are gone.

“When we think of the
unsheltered homeless
situation in metro Atlanta,
we almost always picture
downtown. Pat’s story,
and others like hers, is
proof that the problem
of homelessness is
widespread, even in the
suburbs,” said Nancy
Coveny, director of
The Catholic Foundation.

The volunteers of My Brother’s Keeper outside their mobile food pantry.

A Candle in the Darkness –

Mrs. Eddlemon’s focus on homelessness
became fervent one day in 2011, when
she spoke with Billy, a homeless man. He
told her they were all in need of candles.
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“Why?” she asked.

“Because without them, the
rats come,” he replied.
Pat hadn’t planned on sharing that story
with the scripture group at St. Ann’s, but
the Holy Spirit had something different in
mind. Before adjourning, the leader asked:
“Does anyone have anything to add?”
Mrs. Eddlemon says she doesn’t know
what came over her. It was a spiritual
moment, she recalls.
“They need candles,” she said.
“Who needs candles?” asked the leader.
“The homeless,” she said.
And so it began.
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Father Tom Reilly, pastor of St. Ann’s,
pledged his full support. The candles
started flowing in. Out of those donations,
a new ministry, My Brother’s Keeper,
was born.
As the program grew, so did the number
of services provided to the homeless by
the team at St. Ann’s.

AND MUCH MORE – FOR THE HOMELESS
“You just have to listen and provide the
need,” Mrs. Eddlemon said.
Father Tom invited Mrs. Eddlemon into
his office and asked where this need was
growing.
“We need a pantry. And a shelter too,”
she said, feeling as though the Holy Spirit
was speaking through her once again.
She went on to explain the conditions
homeless veterans face.
Deacon Tom Badger led a drive for
“necessity backpacks” for these veterans.
Then bicycles, helmets, and safety vests
were gathered. Finally, a trailer was
purchased and converted into a mobile
food pantry – all within the first year!
But God wasn’t done with Pat and her
friends.
In 2013, as shelter space grew desperate,
the Lord asked the team from My Brother’s
Keeper to expand their operation to further
serve His people.
The dedicated volunteers started
coordinating with the manager of a
motel to find space for homeless families
being turned away from Cobb’s shelter.
Since then, My Brother’s Keeper has been
sheltering families one week at a time.

Mrs. Eddlemon says that the movement
that began with candles must at some
point open a permanent shelter.
The need for another shelter led Pat and
her husband Jim to set up an endowment
with The Catholic Foundation.
The Eddlemon’s modest home is being
left to the Foundation to ensure the
continuation of aid to Cobb’s homeless,
specifically to shelter the unsheltered
homeless, from the funds generated from
the home.

“There will always be poor and
homeless. It’s good to know
that our gift will be perpetual,”
says Mrs. Eddlemon. “Candles, pantry,
and finally shelter. That’s what we’re
working towards.”
With the help of The Catholic Foundation
and other like-minded donors, My Brother’s
Keeper will be able to achieve that goal
and provide room for more homeless
individuals and families in Cobb.
What’s the saying about the power of one
little candle?

THE FOUNDERS SOCIETY is named
to honor the formation committee
members and original board members
of The Catholic Foundation whose
leadership, hard work and donations
made this organization possible. Today,
the Founders Society recognizes and
honors Catholics who have shown their
support for our mission with a gift of
$5,000 or more to The Catholic
Foundation Endowment Fund.

Deo Gratias:

Thanks be to God

These gifts support our ministry and
the Foundation’s future, and in turn,
strengthen the future for the Church in
north and central Georgia. We are
grateful to all of our Founders, past
and present.
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Above: The members of
the Deo Gratias Society.

Right: Archbishop Gregory blesses the pins to be given to
new Deo Gratias and Founders Society members following
the Mass.
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Deo Gratias Event

Want to become a member of the
Founders Society? Donate $5,000 or
more in cash or appreciated securities to
the Foundation Endowment Fund. For
information, contact Nancy Coveny at
404.497.9440 or ncoveny@cfnga.org.

Left: At the Offertory, Deo Gratias members Tom and Ginny Albers of St. Thomas Aquinas,
Sally Miller of Holy Spirit, and Charles Jones of the Cathedral.
Right: Rev. Paul Miskiewicz, OFM Conv. of St. Philip Benizi (left) and Rev. Henry Atem of St. George (right).
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HONORS NEW AND ACTIVE MEMBERS
The 2015 Deo Gratias celebration, held Saturday, September 19, at the Cathedral
of Christ King, marked the fifth annual Mass and luncheon honoring the
members of the Deo Gratias and Founders Societies, new and old.
Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory was the principal celebrant and homilist.
With him, were five concelebrating priests including Monsignor Francis
McNamee, rector at The Cathedral. Two deacons and six altar servers assisted.
In attendance were nearly 90 members of The Deo Gratias Society and
The Founders Society, guests, volunteers, and The Catholic Foundation staff.
Following Mass, a luncheon was held in Kenny Hall to recognize the members
of both the societies and their thoughtful decisions to create Catholic legacies
for their parishes, for Catholic schools, and for other Catholic organizations
of personal importance.
Special pins blessed by Archbishop Gregory were presented to the newest
members of the societies to commemorate their generosity and service to
the Lord.

THE DEO GRATIAS SOCIETY
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was created to honor Catholics throughout the Archdiocese of Atlanta who
have created Catholic legacies for the charitable organization of their
choosing or those who have made a gift of $5,000 or more to a fund at
The Catholic Foundation. We are forever grateful for these generous donors.
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Want to Become a Member of the Deo Gratias Society?
Here’s How.
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• Notify us that you want to include your parish, a Catholic school,
nonprofit, or The Catholic Foundation of North Georgia in your will
or estate plans.

1. Executive Director Nancy Coveny (left) recognizes newly retired
Director of Planned Giving Diane Duquette.

• You can simply name a Catholic organization as a beneficiary of your IRA,
401K, 403B, or life insurance policy. Please let us know.

2. Deo Gratias member Linda Hart of Saint George parish.
3. New Deo Gratias members Fred and Jeannine Lima of
St. Thomas Aquinas.

• Make a donation of $5,000 or more to a new or existing endowment
fund at The Catholic Foundation.

4. Archbishop Gregory greets new Deo Gratias members
Henrietta and Elie Jones of St. Paul of the Cross.
5. Deo Gratias member Msgr. Stephen Churchwell gets a hearty hand		
shake from “the boss” after receiving his blessed Deo Gratias pin.
6. Paula Lawton Bevington of the Cathedral, a charter member of the
Founders Society.
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Above: Msgr. Francis McNamee, rector, Cathedral of
Christ the King (left) and Rev. Vincent Sullivan,
St. Catherine Laboure.

		

If you would like to learn more about becoming a member of the Deo Gratias
Society, planning your will, or creating an endowment fund, please contact Nancy
Coveny at ncoveny@cfnga.org or by phone at 404.497.9440. We would be happy
to assist you in any way possible. We’re here to help you determine your own
Catholic legacy.

